Lisa Christine Offringa 

Institute of Economic Botany

The New York Botanical Garden

200th St. and Kazimiroff Blvd.

Bronx, NY 10458-5126

Phone: 415-425-8739 (U.S.)

Phone: 011-66-84-480-0194 (Thailand)

Fax: 718-220-1029

E-mail: loffringa@nybg.org
Professional Interests:

Ethnobotany, medicinal plants, traditional medicine, phytochemistry, psychopharmacology, neurodegenerative disorders, cultural perception of disease, biocultural diversity

Education:

2006-Present

Graduate: 
Ph.D. Candidate in the joint program between The New York Botanical Garden (NYBG) and The Graduate Center of The City University of New York (CUNY), Biology Program, Plant Sciences sub-program. Advisor: Dr. Michael J. Balick 

Doctoral Research: Medicinal Plants of Northern Thailand for the Prevention and Treatment of Cognitive Impairment in the Elderly. 
1997-2006

Post-Baccalaureate:  
Coursework at San Francisco State University (SFSU): Social/Cultural Anthropology, Archaeology, Biological Anthropology, Biology, General Chemistry, Organic Chemistry, Calculus, Plant Anatomy, Plant Taxonomy, Plant Evolution and Diversity, Plant Ecology, Biometry, Plant Physiology, Biochemistry, Physics.




Overall GPA:  3.81
Science GPA: 3.79

Coursework at University of California at Berkeley: Medical Ethnobotany, Medical Anthropology, 2002.

Coursework at San Francisco City College: Botany, 1998

Coursework at Diablo Valley College: Regional Herbology, 1997.

1991- 1995

Baccalaureate: 
Bachelor of Science in Psychology with high honors, George Mason University (GMU), Fairfax, VA. 





Overall GPA 3.7; Psych GPA 3.9




Minor: Sociology

Semester at Sea Program, Spring 1994, University of Pittsburgh, earned 12 credits through a global studies program involving fieldwork and cross-cultural experience in 11 countries.

Research Experience:
Faculty of Pharmacy Laboratory

Chiang Mai University

Chiang Mai, Thailand


“Free Radical Scavenging Activity and Total Phenolic Content in Plants from Memory Formulas in Thai Traditional Medicine”
Pfizer Plant Research Laboratory 

The New York Botanical Garden:
“Effects of Hypericum perforatum extracts on the glutamate receptors of BMAA sensitive Arabadopsis mutants (bim)”

Phytochemistry Laboratory 

Lehman College, Bronx, NY:

“Acetylcholinesterase Inhibition Activity of Mansonia gagei by Thin Layer Chromatograpy using Ellman’s Method”

San Francisco State University 

Independent Research Project:
“Metal Binding in Lichens: An exploration of the derivatives and binding mechanisms of Usnic Acid.”(Spring, 2005)

“The Metal Complexing Properties of Usnic Acid: an investigation of binding locations and mechanisms.” (Fall 2005)

“Metal Complexes of Usnic Acid Derivatives: A study of the mechanism behind their formation.” (Spring 2006)

Work Experience: 

2006- Present

Adjunct Professor: Human Biology & Anatomy and Physiology, Lehman College, Bronx, NY
2008- 2009

Program Development and Coordinator, GardenWorks Program, The New York Botanical Garden, Bronx, NY
2008


Curriculum Development: Human Biology, Lehman College, Bronx, NY

2007-2009

Greenhouse Technician, Lehman College, Bronx NY
2007
Research Assistant, Micronesia Ethnomedicine Project, Institute of Economic Botany, The New York Botanical Garden, Bronx, NY
2005-2006

Workshop Instructor for Introductory Biology, SFSU Student Enrichment Office, San Francisco, CA

2001- 2005

Founder and Executive Director, Travelinglight, San Francisco, CA

1998-2001

Executive Assistant to the CEO, campsix, inc. & adauction.com, San Francisco, CA

1997-1998

Program Assistant, National Foundation for Integrative Medicine, Berkeley, CA

1997-1998

Operations Assistant, Scopus Technology Inc., Emeryville, CA

1996-1997

Administrative Assistant, Center for International Medicine, Berkeley, CA

Fellowships and Honors:
2011
Botany in Action Fellowship, Phipps Conservatory and Botanical Garden, Pittsburgh, PA
2009-2011
CUNY University Fellowship
2009, 2011
CUNY Doctoral Student Research Grant
2009

The New York Botanical Garden Graduate Fellowship
2008

Anne S. Chatham Fellowship in Medicinal Botany, Missouri Botanical Garden
2008-2009
CUNY Science Fellowship

2007-2008  
CUNY Plant Sciences Fellowship

2006-2008
CUNY University Fellowship

2006-2008
CUNY Teaching Fellowship 2006, 2007, 2008

1998

CCSF, Outstanding Achievement Award in Botanical Sciences

Academic and Professional Positions:
2010- present
Writer and Committee Member, “Plants and People” Newsletter, Society for Economic Botany
2009-present 
Member, Society for Economic Botany Student Committee

2007-present
Co-Chair, CUNY Women in Science, Engineering and Math
2007- 2008
Student Representative, CUNY Plant Sciences Advisory Committee

2007-2008
Doctoral Student Council Representative, Biology PhD program, CUNY

2006-2008
Student Coordinator, Plant Sciences Journal Club

2004-2006
Vice-President, The Friends of the Greenhouse, San Francisco State University

2005
Judge, California Botanical Society Biennial Graduate Student Meeting

1993-present
Member, Golden Key National Honor Society

1993-1995
Member, Alpha Chi National Honor Society, George Mason University

Professional Memberships:

Society for Economic Botany

Botanical Society of America

American Society for Pharmacognosy
International Society of Ethnobiology

Publications: 
Lee, R., N. Shere, M.J. Balick, F. Sohl, A.S. Roberts, K. Herrera, S. Dahmer, M. Lieskovsky, A. Dores, W. 

Raynor, P. Raynor, E. Albert, M. Hunt, C. Trauernicht, L. Offringa, I. Adam, and W. Law. 2010. Pohnpei Primary Health Care Manual: Health Care in Pohnpei, Micronesia, Traditional Uses of Plants for Health and Healing. The New York Botanical Garden, The Nature Conservancy, Continuum Center for Health and Healing and The Conservation Society of Pohnpei, Charleston SC, 178pp.

Presentations:

2011

“Lanna traditional medicine and cognitive decline in the elderly: an approach to strengthening memory using plant remedies in Northern Thailand”, Botanical Society of America, Botany 2011: Healing the Planet, St. Louis, Missouri 
2011 
Session Moderator, “Contributed Papers: Economic Botany II”, Botanical Society of America, Botany 2011: Healing the Planet, St. Louis, Missouri 

2007
“Environmental Issues in Thailand”, Plant Sciences Journal Club, Lehman College, The City University of New York

Manuscript and Book Reviews:

Economic Botany

Ethnobotany Research and Applications

Fieldwork experience:
2011
Chiang Mai, Thailand (Thai Medicinal Phytochemistry)

2010
Chiang Mai, Thailand (Lanna Thai Ethnobotany)

2009
Chiang Mai, Thailand (Traditional Thai Ethnomedicine)

2009

Belize (Q’eqchi Maya Ethnomedicine)

2008
Chiang Mai, Thailand (Traditional Thai Ethnomedicine)
2008

Belize (Q’eqchi Maya Ethnomedicine)
2007

Tak and Mae Hong Son Provience, Thailand (Karen Ethnobotany)

References:

Dr. Michael Balick: academic advisor

Institute of Economic Botany, The New York Botanical Garden

mbalick@nybg.org   718-817-8763
Dr. Edward Kennelly: advisory committee member

Department of Biological Sciences, Lehman College

kennelly@lehman.cuny.edu   718-960-1105

Dr. Ina Vandebroek: advisory committee member

Institute of Economic Botany, The New York Botanical Garden

ivandebroek@nybg.org   718-817-8763

Dr. Liesl B. Jones: advisory committee member

Department of Biological Sciences, Lehman College

liesl@lehman.cuny.edu  718-960-8091
Dr. Raj K. Kalapatapu, M.D.: advisory committee member

Department of Psychiatry, Columbia University
kalapat@pi.cpmc.columbia.edu

Dr. Robert Patterson: post-baccalaureate botany advisor

Department of Biology, San Francisco State University

patters@sfsu.edu 
415-338-1237

Dr. Margareta Séquin: post-baccalaureate chemistry advisor

Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry, San Francisco State University

msequin@sfsu.edu 
